countries and this book forms the Proceedings of their Fourth Meeting, held at Geneva in 1962. Unlike most Proceedings it is enlivened by many personality touches but like other reports of international congresses it contains much that has already been published before. Some of the reviews are well presented but the main interest really focuses on the verbatim discussions with Bockus at his very best as opener of discussions or as moderator of a panel. He has a special ability to bring subjects or discussions down to salient points. The personal banter and back-chat between the participants makes it a lively publication.
For those with personal contacts with the Bockus school it will be a popular publication but without this few would consider it an essential addition to their library. The impact of this Society may well be mainly felt in countries with less developed gastroenterological centres. Stimulus for international co-operative research is important to foster and in the longer term much of real value will materialize. The premenstrual syndrome has found in Dr Dalton an able and enthusiastic author. Our familiarity with this condition has been increased by her communications in the journals. It is, therefore, most profitable that we can now have for reference a concise and readable summary of her experience and knowledge.
The list of symptoms that the author is prepared to include in the syndrome is a little alarming and embraces every system of the female body.
Metatarsalgia and Behqet's syndrome are some of the rarer stars in this considerable galaxy, but apart from these examples most clinicians would agree with the others, notably the psychosomatic. Diagnosis of the condition can be graphically assisted by the use of the author's menstrual charts, whereby the periodicity of the symptoms can be accurately recognized. The incidence of the syndrome varies with the class of patient, being lowest in those who are most gainfully employed, e.g. prostitutes.
It is when Dr Dalton comes to treatment that some criticism must be made. Most of us will agree with her simple applied psychotherapy, bland laxatives, fluid retention and diuretics, but the consensus of orthodox opinion is that hormone therapy is disappointing, expensive and inconvenient. Dr Dalton uses her husbands and patients as paramedical assistants and teaches them to do the injections, since she insists that nothing is so effective as intramuscular therapy. She also stresses a generous dosageup to 50 mg a day. Oral progestogen she regards as inferior to intramuscular progesterone. I find it hard to believe that an artificial menopause by radium or deep X-rays does 'not alter the pattern of recurrent cyclical symptoms' (page 73) and would have liked more clinical information on the effect of hysterectomy with or without ovarian ablation. Hydroxyprogesterone caponate on page 55 is, I presume, caproate.
In summary, Dr Dalton's book will be most valuable to general practitioners but it should be read by consultants both young and old. All will find it instructive and stimulating and if it proves helpful in the diagnosis and treatment of a distressing and often debilitating condition it will have served a useful purpose. JOHN HOWKINS Chemotherapy of Tuberculosis edited by V C Barry DSC pp viii+ 281 79s 6d London: Butterworths 1964 Global estimates of the prevalence of active tuberculosis place the current figure at over 15 million sufferers. The disease has always been closely related to poverty and in some areas it remains the commonest cause of illness and death. Poverty implies not only poor standards of nutrition but also difficulties in providing adequate medical facilities and a sufficiency of anti-tuberculosis drugs. With the decline of tuberculosis in the more highly developed countries, progressively less laboratory research is being undertaken by them, which is throwing a heavier burden upon the devoted band of enthusiasts who seek to apply existing knowledge of chemotherapy to the best advantage and to find still further anti-tuberculosis remedies which are effective and at the same time are cheap enough to be acquired by poor countries in adequate quantity. This volume, contributed by ten recognized experts from Europe, explores in detail the pathogenesis of tuberculosis in relation to antituberculosis drugs and concludes with chapters upon the design of clinical trials and the present status of chemotherapy in practice. It gives an up-to-date and accurate account of the position as it stands and should be a valuable work of reference to the comparatively few who are concerned with the theoretical and laboratory aspects of the subject. It is unlikely to appeal to the general reader unless he is interested in discovering the methods that are being used to find a form of treatment which causes the least inconvenience to individual patients at the lowest cost to the community.
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